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Over the Coffee !
 We have a number of exciting things in store for this April.  We continue in our 
Lenten Series with a breakfast and teaching time on Sunday morning, April 2nd at 9:30 
in the morning.  We will have our last Wednesday Lenten Lunch and Meditation on 
Wednesday, April 5th at 11:00 a.m.  On Holy Week we will not meet on Wednesday, but 
will have our traditional Upper Room service with communion on Maundy Thursday, 
April 13th at 6:30 p.m.  The last Lenten Series breakfast will be on Sunday, April 9th.  
Also that Sunday we will have a baptism service for Justin and Ashley Barrett. !

The Common Lectionary verses for this month include: !
April 2 Ezekiel 37:1-4, Psalm 130, Romans 8:6-11, John 11:1-45      
April 9 Isaiah 50:4-9a, Psalm 31:9-16, Philippians 2:5-11, Matthew 22:1-11      
April 16 Jeremiah 31:1-6; Psalm 118:1-2,14-24; Colossians 3:1-4; Matthew 28:1-10    
April 23 Acts 2:14a, 22-23; Psalm 16; 1 Peter 1:3-9; John 20:19-31    
April 30 Acts 2:14a, 36-41; Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19; 1 Peter 1:17-23; Luke 24:13-25    !

 Keep in mind that April 9th is Palm Sunday and April 16th is Easter Sunday.  On 
Easter Sunday we will have a devotional time on the lawn (weather permitting) at 9:00 
and an Easter breakfast at 9:30.  Our worship will be as normal at 10:30 with an Easter 
Egg Hunt for children after the morning service – perhaps a little before noon. !
 The new officers for the Columbus Baptist Association will be installed at a special 
service at the New Life Baptist Church in Columbus on Tuesday night, April 25th at 
7:00 p.m.  New members of the board to be installed include Mrs. Helena Bush as our 
new CBA president, and I will be installed as the new CBA vice president.  Rev. Jane 
Gibbons, our Area Minister, will be the speaker.  More details later but you are all 
invited. !
 Grass is turning green around town and spring seems very near.  May we all enjoy 
this special season. !
Pastor Cy !!!!



April Anniversaries 

Terry & Judy Darst - 4/17 !
April Birthdays 

Jacob Graham - 4/2 
Nancy Bootes - 4/4 
Carl Smerdel - 4/7 

Shari Broughton - 4/11 
Danny Davis - 4/20 

James Edward Ryan - 4/22 
Stephen Waltman II - 4/22 

Carter Widman - 4/26 
Carol Miller - 4/29 !

Assistance with Utilities and Groceries 
 Anyone having trouble paying bills or feeding a 
family may be referred to the Clintonville Resource 
Center for assistance.  Individuals or families must 
live north of Hudson Street and south of Worthing-
ton, west of I-71 and east of Route 315, and must 
bring an ID and proof of address (such as a utility 
bill in their name) to CRC between noon and 4:00 
p.m. Mondays through Fridays.  CRC is located at 
3222 North High Street, Columbus, OH; phone: 
614-268-3539.  Also, if anyone needs special assis-
tance please do not hesitate to bring your situation 
to the attention of Pastor Cy. !

Financial Secretary’s Report 

Treasurer’s Report for March 

 
BIBLE READINGS FOR APRIL: 

 April 2 - Psalm 119:1-64        
 April 9 - Psalm 119:65-120        
 April 16 - Psalm 119:121-176      
 April 23 - Psalms 120, 121, 122      
 April 30 - Psalms 123, 124, 125      

 Tim McCarthy 

CATEGORY MARCH 1ST 
QUARTER

BUDGET RECEIPTS $6,865.00 $23,357.72

MISSIONS

     America For Christ 1,102.73 1,202.73

     RMMO 100.00 100.00

OTHER

     Fellowship Fund 130.00 957.00

     Johnson Memorial 170.00 170.00

     Parking Donation 50.00 50.00

     Trees 0,00 400.00

TOTAL RECEIPTS $8,417.73 $26,237.45

– Bette Martin

CATEGORY AMOUNT

INCOME

Total Budget Receipts   6,915.00   

Designated Offerings:

     Dorothy Johnson Memorial   170.00      

     America For Christ   1,102.73   

     Fellowship Fund   130.00      

     RMMO   100.00      

TOTAL INCOME  $ 8,417.73 

EXPENSES

Ministry Team Expenses

     Christian Education Team   180.05      

     Food for Luncheons   66.98        

Operating Expenses

     Insurance   872.75      

     Office Supplies   168.87      

     Postage   94.00        

     Utilities   1,405.04   

Pastor's Compensation   4,470.38   

Pastor's Comp.:  M & M Retirement   993.44      

Staff Expenses

     Custodial Services   300.00      

     Musician Services   350.00      

TOTAL EXPENSES  $ 8,901.51 

Funds to be sent to ABC - Ohio for 
     America for Christ  $ 1,202.73 

– Tim McCarthy



Ann Judson Circle 

 The Ann Judson Circle met at the church on 
Tuesday, March 21st at 2:00 p.m. with 11 members 
present, postponed from March 14th due to weather 
and illnesses.  Members first enjoyed refreshments 
prepared by hostesses Bea Cunningham and 
Marilyn Grossi, and cards were signed.  The circle 
business was conducted and Sandy Runyon shared a 
devotion from Daily Guideposts about a woman 
who wanted to help hurricane victims and how the 
Lord led her through prayer in ways to minister to 
them.  Members then rolled bandages for White 
Cross from sheet strips prepared at home by a few 
members. !

Homegoing 

 Dorothy “Dot” Johnson, 81, passed away at her 
home on March 7th, 2017 following a time of 
convalescence at Wesley Glen Rehabilitation Center 
after hip surgery.  Dorothy was a long time member 
of North Baptist Church and will be remembered 
for her humble Christian witness.  Memorial contri-
butions may be sent to North Baptist Church. !

Prayer Needs 

Harold Castor - assisted living in Friendship Village 
Dorothy Johnson’s family - Dorothy’s passing on 
             March 7th 
Carol Miller - healing and peace for stepfather John, 
             aunts Suddie and Wanda, and cousin 
             Randy 
Dave Miller - Parkinson’s disease, physical therapy 
Bud Petersen - requests prayer 
Cedric Shields - assisted living in Wesley Glen 
Debbie Smalley - recovering at home 
Bill Vargo - requests prayer 
Pat & Bill Whittington:  Pat  - stronger lungs; 
        Bill - Alzheimer’s 
Marilyn Yost - recovering, back in church 
Marilyn Yost’s nephew Tom Yost - healing of 
             remaining cancer !

Scripture  for Easter 
Jesus replied, “The hour has come for the Son of 
Man to be glorified.  Very truly I tell you, unless a 
kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it 
remains only a single seed.  But if it dies, it produces 
many seeds.  Anyone who loves their life will lose it, 
while anyone who hates their life in this world will 
keep it for eternal life.         —  John 12:23-25 

PARABLE OF THE  BUTTERFLY 
by Dr. Ralph F. Wilson 

As a butterfly soared overhead, one 
caterpillar said to the other, "You'll never 
get me up in one of those things." !
Yet for every caterpillar the time comes when the urge to eat 
and grow subsides and he instinctively begins to form a 
chrysalis around himself.  The chrysalis hardens and you'd 
think for all the world that the caterpillar is dead. !
But one spring morning the life inside the chrysalis begins to 
writhe, the top cracks open, and a beautifully-formed butterfly 
emerges.  For hours it will stand stretching and drying its 
wings, moving them slowly up and down, up and down.  And 
then, before you know it, the butterfly glides aloft, effortlessly 
riding the currents of the air, alighting on flower after gorgeous 
flower, as if to show off its vivid colors to the bright blossoms. . !
Somehow, the miracle of the butterfly never loses its 
fascination for us.  Perhaps because the butterfly is a living 
parable of the promise of resurrection. !
On Easter morning the disciples saw Jesus' grave clothes lying 
on the cold slab still wrapped round and round the corpse. 
Only the corpse was gone, much like an empty chrysalis 
deserted by a butterfly who has left to soar free.  "He is risen 
as He said," an angel told the incredulous disciples.  Later that 
day He appeared to the disciples, and then, over the course of 
the next few weeks, to as many as five hundred people at one 
time.  Even "Doubting Thomas" didn't doubt for long that Jesus 
was really risen from the dead. !
A few weeks ago I lost a friend who had become dear to me. 
Where she had been so full of life, now her body lay still, 
composed ever-so-carefully by the morticians.  I looked at her 
and thought about my own mortality.  One day I too, like her, 
may fight a losing battle with pain, and die. !
What do we Christians say in the face of death?  There are 
many mysteries.  But two things we know for sure.  First, death 
is an enemy.  Away with the sentimentality that vainly seeks to 
disguise death's insult!  But second, and more important, 
Jesus' resurrection from the grave is God's proof to us that 
death is not the end.  The empty tomb and Jesus' Spirit within 
us testify that Easter morning is God's triumph over death.  
And ultimately, Jesus promised, God will raise from the dead 
us who believe in His Son. !
Why do Christians gather on Easter morning?  To show off 
their fine clothes or give a ritual tip of the hat to religion?  God 
forbid!  Rather, we gather to celebrate Jesus' victory over 
death itself.  For since He is our Lord and our Savior, His 
victory is our victory.  In celebrating His resurrection, we 
celebrate our own assurance of ultimate triumph over death. !
Let us celebrate Life this Easter!  And if you look closely Easter 
morning, you might even see a butterfly alight on the lilies. !

http://www.joyfulheart.com/easter/buterfly.htm 



THE FEAST OF FIRST FRUITS !
But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the first 
fruits of those who have fallen asleep (1 Cor. 15:20). !
THREE SPRING FEASTS 
Often overlooked because Passover and the Feast of 
Unleavened Bread overshadow and surround it, the Feast 
of First Fruits can nonetheless be called the most important 
Feast of them all, at least from a Christian point of view. 
This, even though the Gospel accounts don’t even mention 
First Fruits and also seem to use Passover and Unleavened 
Bread interchangeably.  It’s easy to miss the fact that there 
were actually three feasts being celebrated at once. !
The Sabbath the Lord was referring to in Leviticus 23:9-14 
is the one that comes after the Passover, meaning that 
while the Passover can fall on any day of the week, which 
also happens to be the 14th day of the first month, the Feast 
of First Fruits is always the following Sunday, the day after 
the Sabbath after Passover.  Unleavened Bread begins on 
Passover and lasts seven days, so First Fruits comes 
before Unleavened Bread ends. !
The year the Lord was crucified, Passover fell on a 
Thursday.  Three days and three nights later it was Sunday 
morning, the Feast of First Fruits.  And for several hundred 
years after that, the Sunday morning after Passover was 
known to Christians as Resurrection Morning. !
WHAT DAY IS IT? 
But at the Council of Nicea in 325 AD, Eastern and Western 
bishops of the Church disagreed over the official date for 
the Church’s most important Holy Day.  Eastern bishops 
favored staying with the calculation involving Passover as 
Leviticus describes, since many of them were of Jewish 
origin, and since the gospels had placed Resurrection 
Morning just after Passover. !
Western bishops, being mostly Gentile, favored a date 
closer to the beginning of spring because there were 
already a number of pagan festivals held during that time 
and a religious holiday would fit right in.  Perhaps this is 
when the Western church began referring to Resurrection 
Morning as Easter Sunday, after the Babylonian fertility 
goddess Ishtar.  The Feast of Ishtar was always celebrated 
at the beginning of spring and involved eggs and rabbits 
and other signs of fertility.  Even today, you can see how 
elements of the two have been merged together. !
Eventually, due in part to their view that since the Jews had 
rejected Christ, Jewish traditions shouldn’t be used in 
selecting the date for Easter, the Western Church settled on 
the first Sunday after the first full moon after the spring 
equinox.  Soon Easter Sunday became disconnected from 
Passover by as much as several weeks. !
The adoption of the Gregorian calendar (the one we use in 
the west today) in 1752 did nothing to correct this dis-
connect, and since the Eastern or Orthodox Church stuck 
with the earlier Julian calendar, we now have two dates for 
Easter in most years.  (In 2004, the Feast of First Fruits, and 
Orthodox and Western Easter all came on the same day, a 
rare occasion.) !
THE COMMON PRACTICE 
But back to the Feast of First Fruits.  Grains were planted in 
the fall in Israel.  They germinated in the ground through the 
winter, shot up as soon as the weather got warm, and 

ripened in the spring, barley first and then wheat.  The 
stalks were cut and stacked in sheaves for the harvesters to 
collect for thrashing.  But harvesting or eating any of the 
grain was not permitted until a sample sheaf was brought to 
the Temple at sunrise on the first day after the Sabbath 
following Passover.  This day was called the Feast of First 
Fruits.  A similar ceremony for the wheat harvest took place 
on Pentecost, also a Sunday, seven weeks later. !
As you know, the Lord required that the first fruits of all their 
harvest be given to Him, whether plant or animal.  (In the 
case of animals, only the very first offspring from each 
animal was required, not the first of each season.  For 
humanity, a small ransom was paid at the Temple to redeem 
the firstborn son.  The Lord expressly forbade any form of 
child sacrifice.) !
The priest took the sheaf of grain and waved it before the 
altar of the Lord as a sample of the harvest.  This was called 
the wave offering.  To be sure it was acceptable to the Lord, 
a year-old lamb was also offered, along with about 4 quarts 
of a flour and oil mixture and a quart of wine.  The mixing 
fragrances of the roasting lamb, the baking bread dough 
and the steam from the wine made a pleasant aroma for the 
Lord and the offering was accepted.  The Lord having 
received His required first portion, the harvest could 
proceed and the grain could be ground into flour for their 
daily bread. !
THE PROPHETIC FULFILLMENT 
At sunrise on the morning of the Feast of First Fruits in 32 
AD, as the priests were waving the sheaf of grain before the 
altar, the women arrived at the Lord’s tomb to prepare His 
body for permanent burial.  Remember, there wasn’t enough 
time before sunset on the day He was crucified and the 
following two days were both Sabbaths, so no work was 
permitted.  (Interestingly, work was permitted on the Feast 
of First Fruits, although not on Pentecost.) !
But the tomb was empty.  He had risen, the First Fruits of 
them that slept (1 Cor. 15:20).  Later that day, many holy 
people from Israel’s past were seen in the city of Jerusalem, 
also having risen from their tombs (Matt. 27:53).  This was 
the Lord’s wave offering, a sample of His harvest of souls. 
Quite possibly, the aroma of the Temple offering was 
especially pleasing to the Lord that morning.  The days of 
substitutes were over; the real thing had come (Heb. 10:1). !
THE ULTIMATE TRIPLE PLAY 
For Christ, our Passover Lamb, had been sacrificed (1 Cor. 
5:7), and on the very day, fulfilling the Passover Prophecy. 
For seven days beginning on Passover, the Israelites ate 
bread without yeast in celebration of the Feast of 
Unleavened Bread, and in fact went to great lengths to rid 
their homes of any trace of leaven.  This Feast symbolized a 
promise that the sin of man, represented by the leaven, 
would be completely taken away.  The Lord’s death fulfilled 
this one as well, for He’s the Lamb of God Who takes away 
the sin of the world (John 1:29).  And take it away He did, as 
far as the East is from the West (Psalm 103:12). !
And right on schedule the Lord rose from the grave, fulfilling 
the Feast of First Fruits.  He is the First Fruits of them that 
slept, and His resurrection confirmed His victory over sin 
and death.  And ours too, for if you confess with your mouth, 
“Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised 
Him from the dead, you will be saved (Rom. 10:9). !

https://gracethrufaith.com/topical-studies/holidays-and-holy-days/ 
the-feast-of-first-fruits/


